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Abstract

The objectives of this study were to examine (1) the level of perception regarding self-
protective behaviors pesticide use, (2) the level of self-protective practices, and (3) the
relationship between personal factors and self-protective behaviors among farmers in Wang Mai
Subdistrict, Wang Sombun District, Sa Kaeo Province. This study employed a quantitative
research design based on an applied perception and behaviors theoretical framework. The study
population is registered farmers about 274 persons, selected using systematic random sampling.
The research instrument was a questionnaire. Data were analyzed using descriptive statistics,
Chi-square test, Spearman’s rank correlation coefficient, and Pearson’s correlation coefficient.

The results revealed that (1) the level of perception regarding self-protection against
pesticide use was at a moderate level, (2) the level of self-protective practices was at a high level,
and (3) educational level, marital status, and occupational experience were significantly
associated with self-protective behaviors at the .05 level, whereas gender, age, and income
showed no significant association. In addition, perception was found to have a moderate positive

correlation with self-protective practices (r = .312, p <.01).
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